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EDITORIAL. 

The  library  movement  in  Pennsyl- 
vania has  lost  an  ardent  supporter  in 
the  transfer  of  Mr  Harrison  Warwick 
Craver  from  the  Carnegie  Library  of 
Pittsburgh  to  the  Librarianship  of  the 
Engineering  Societies  of  New  York 
City.  Mr.  Craver  has  had  a varied  ex- 
perience which  will  make  him  an  in- 
valuable official  in  his  new  surroundings. 
Born  in  Owaneco  Illinois,  on  August 
10,  1875  he  secured  his  B.  S.  in  chemis- 
try at  the  Rose  Polytechnical  Institute 
of  Terre  Haute  in  1895.  He  then  be- 
came chemist  of  various  steel  compa- 
nies in  Western  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia and  in  1900  was  chosen  as  the 
Technology  Librarian  of  the  Carnegie 
Library  of  Pittsburgh.  In  1902  he  be- 
came Assistant  Superintendent  of  the 
Allegheny  Iron  and  Steel  Co.  only  to 
return  to  his  former  position  in  the  Li- 
brary in  1903.  In  1908  he  succeeded 
Mr.  Hopkins  as  the  Librarian  of  that 
Institution  and  so  well  did  he  perform 
his  work  that  he  is  now  regarded  as  one 
of  the  leading  men  in  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. He  became  a member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Free  Library  Commission 
in  1909  and  has  rendered  excellent  serv- 
ice to  the  State  not  only  in  his  intel- 
ligence and  alertness  in  library  prob- 
lems but  also  in  the  regularity  with 
which  he  attended  all  meetings.  He  be- 
came an  A.  L.  A.  "councillor  in  1909  and 
was  President  of  the  Keystone  State  Li- 
brary Association  in  1908. 

Unassuming  in  all  his  ways  Mr. 
Craver  contributed  very  materially  to 
the  procecd  ngs  of  any  convention  of 
librarians  not  only  by  his  literary  ap- 
preciation and  wide  range  of  reading 
hut  also  by  the  very  practical  view  he 
would  take  on  all  matters  that  had  to 
do  with  the  daily  routine  of  library 
work. 

The  library  worker,  of  Pennsylvania 
wish  him  Godspeed  in  his  new  field  of 


endeavor  and  they  regret  the  departure 
from  the  State  of  an  intelligent,  witty, 
and  congenial  associate 


Not  long  ago  a physician  in  one  of 
our  smaller  places  opposed  the  estab- 
lishment of  a public  library,  because  the 
women  and  children  needed  parks  more 
than  books.  This  is  of  course  a nar- 
row view  and  should  not  need  serious 
consideration  were  it  not  that  it  is  very 
common.  This  is  true  not  only  in  towns 
without  but  where  there  are  free  li- 
braries. In  answering  such  an  argu- 
ment it  is  not  sufficient  to  say  it  takes  a 
narrow  view  of  the  subject,  and  shows 
a lack  of  study. 

The  view  of  the  library  expressed 
above  is  narrow,  but  it  is  also  based  on 
a wrong  conception  of  the  work  of  a 
library.  This,  it  is  true,  is  for  women 
and  children,  but  it  is  for  men  as  well. 
The  library  is  to  provide  recreational 
and  entertaining  reading  but  it  is  also 
to  provide  books  which  will  help  in  the 
every-day  work  as  well.  It  should  pro- 
vide for  the  needs  of  the  laborer,  town 
official,  teacher  and  every  one  who 
needs  to  be  helped  over  a difficulty. 
The  school  boy  who  is  preparing  for  a 
debate  or  an  essay,  or  the  man  who 
wishes  to  inform  himself  on  some  ques- 
tion coming  up  at  an  election,  should 
find  assistance  at  the  library.  Of  course 
this  is  not  always  possible  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a library  when  a large  propor- 
tion of  the  money  should  go  into  things 
of  a popular  nature.  But  the  purpose 
of  the  free  library  is  to  provide  for  the 
needs  of  all — men,  as  well  as  women 
and  children. 

More  than  this,  even  women  and 
children  have  an  intellectual  nature 
which  is  of  as  much  importance  as  the 
physical.  It  would  be  just  as  wrong  to 
neglect  the  mind  as  to  be  indifferent  to 
the  body.  The  person  who  by  neglect 
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loses  the  power  to  think  straight  and 
clearly  has  done  himself  as  much  harm 
as  if  he  had  lost  the  use  of  his  arm 
by  disuse. 

There  are  many  days  when  parks  and 
play-grounds  are  useless  and  people 
would  he  at  a disadvantage  if  they  were 
the  only  means  for  diversion.  In  the 
small  towns,  like  the  one  referred  to, 
any  one  can  walk  into  the  open  country 
in  a few  minutes  and  a park,  if  it 
amounts  to  anything  would  be  simply 
a piece  of  this  open  country.  The  time 
may  come,  unfortunately,  when  it  will 
not  be  possible  to  get  into  the  open  so 
easily  and  then  the  possession  of  the 
park  will  be  a good  thing. 

In  fact,  schools,  hospitals,  parks,  play- 
grounds, paved  streets,  sewers,  public 
libraries  are  all  necessary.  No  one  will 
take  the  place  of  any  other.  The  ques- 
tion is  in  what  order  they  shall  be  se- 
cured. In  the  mind  of  most  people 
these  are  expenses  some  of  which  are 
more  necessary  than  others.  And,  like 
all  other  expenses,  it  is  economy  to  cut 
them  as  low  as  possible.  The  truth  is 
they  are  all  investments  from  which  the 
community  will  receive  returns  which, 
within  certain  limits,  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  invested.  They 
all  make  the  town  a more  attractive 
place  in  which  to  live  and  thus  encour- 
age outsiders  to  move  in. 

Of  these  investments  the  two  most 
important  are  the  school  and  the  li- 
brary. The  secretary  of  a chamber  of 
commerce  in  our  State  said  that  the  list 
of  questions  asked  by  manufacturing 
plants  which  were  looking  for  a site 
were  headed  by  requests  for  informa- 
tion about  the  churches,  the  schools,  the 
public  library,  in  the  order  given.  The 
bulletin  published  by  that  chamber  of 
commerce  in  April  of  this  year  has  an 
article  one  and  one-half  columns  in 
length  about  the  library  and  its  activi- 
ties. 


The  library  is  not  the  rival  but  toe 
ally  of  all  these  other  things.  It  stirs 
the  people  up  to  demand  them.  It  gives 
the  information  needed  to  plan  for  them. 

The  library  should  be  one  of  the  first 
investments  made  because  it  will  lead 
up  to  the  others. 


KEYSTONE  STATE  LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Keystone 
State  Library  Assocation  will  be  held 
at  Eagle’s  Mere,  September  20-22,  1917. 
This  will  be  carrying  out  a wish  which 
has  been  expressed  many  times  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Association.  It  will  involve 
some  changes  in  past  policy,  but  is  done 
in  the  hope  that  it  will  work  out  nicely. 

Eagle’s  Mere  is  delightfully  located 
on  the  top  of  the  mountains  in  Sullivan 
County,  northeast  from  Williamsport. 
The  hotel  accommodations  are  good  and 
we  may  count  on  being  well  cared  for. 
The  rates  at  the  hotel  are  not  yet  ar- 
ranged in  detail  but  will  range  from 
$3.00  per  day  up,  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

An  interesting  and  suggestive  pro- 
gram is  being  prepared.  The  school  li- 
brary work,  which  started  so  well  last 
year,  will  be  still  further  advanced. 
The  effort  to  get  trustees  interested  will 
be  pushed  energetically  and  it  is  expect- 
ed that  there  will  be  some  good  speak- 
ers for  this. 

The  question  of  pensions  for  libra- 
rians will  be  taken  up,  but  will  probably 
take  the  form  of  a discussion  of  life 
insurance  in  some  of  its  forms.  The 
various  schemes  for  pensions  which 
have  been  tried  in  different  places  have 
not  turned  out  very  well,  even  the  Car- 
negie scheme  for  pensioning  college  pro- 
fessors having  been  overwhelmed.  It  is 
planned  to  have  the  possibilities  of  en- 
dowment life  insurance  presented  by  an 
expert  in  this  line. 
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Don’t  forget  the  dates,  September 
20th-22th,  at  Eagle’s  Mere. 


ROUND  TABLE  MEETINGS. 

Plans  are  under  way  for  the  district 
library  meetings  this  spring,  and  by  the 
time  this  is  in  print,  all  arrangements 
will  have  been  made.  Twelve  of  these 
will  be  held  and  an  effort  has  been  made 
to  distribute  these  so  every  librarian  in 
the  State  can  attend  one.  Owing  to 
geographical  and  other  conditions,  this 
is  hard  to  accomplish  and  in  one  or 
two  instances  attendance  at  a meeting 
will  mean  staying  over  night.  In  spite 
of  this,  we  hope  that  every  library 
will  be  represented  at  one  or  another  of 
these  gatherings. 

The  places  and  dates  are  as  follows : 


Huntingdon,  April  28 

Pottsville,  May  1 

Hagerstown,  May  3 

Blairsville,  May  4 

Washington May  8 

Oil  City,  May  9 

New  Wilmington,  May  11 

Kane May  15 

West  Chester,  May  16 

Saegertown,  May  17 

Montrose,  May  22 

Wellsboro,  May  25 


SUMMER  SCHOOL. 

The  seventh  session  of  the  Summer 
School  for  Library  Workers  will  open 
on  June  twenty-fifth  for  a six  weeks’ 
course.  The  school  will  be  at  State  Col- 
lege, as  usual,  in  connection  with  the 
Summer  Course  for  teachers.  Miss 
Anna  A.  MacDonald  will  have  charge 
and  will  be  assisted  by  Miss  Helen  E. 
Rockwell  and  Miss  Helen  E.  Betterley, 
the  latter  having  charge  of  the  course 
in  work  with  children. 

The  curriculum  will  be  as  in  other 
years  and  will  include  book  selection 
and  buying,  classification,  cataloging, 


reference  and  other  subjects  of  interest 
to  the  librarians.  The  work  is  system- 
atic and  thorough  as  far  as  it  goes,  but 
includes  only  the  real  essentials. 

No  effort  is  made  to  rival  the  regular 
library  schools,  and  only  those  are  ad- 
mitted who  are  engaged  in  library  work 
or  are  under  engagement  to  enter  a place 
when  the  school  closes.  Those  who  wish 
to  enter  the  library  ranks  as  a life  work 
should  by  all  means  take  the  course  at  a 
regular  library  school. 

For  the  benefit  of  teachers  who  have 
charge  of  school  libraries  or  wish  to 
learn  how  to  use  books  to  best  advan- 
tage there  is  a course  in  the  use  of  books 
and  libraries.  In  this  emphasis  is  laid 
on  the  way  to  find  things  in  books  and 
not  so  much  attention  is  paid  to  the 
purely  technical  side  of  the  work.  Those 
taking  this  course  have  the  work  under 
Miss  Betterley,  in  work  with  children 
and  children’s  reading. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  library 
trustees  to  this  school.  There  can  be  no 
question  as  to  the  improvement  made  by 
attendance.  Although  one  has  been  in 
library  work  for  a long  time  such  a 
training  as  this  will  be  an  advantage  be- 
cause it  will  organize  what  has  been 
learned  and  make  it  more  serviceable.  It 
will  pay  to  induce  librarians  and  assist- 
ants to  attend  the  school  even  to  the  ex- 
tent of  continuing  part  of  the  salary 
while  absent. 


LIBRARY  NOTES. 
Alexandria: 

The  memorial  Library  has  had  a very 
attractive  gift  in  the  form  of  real  Li- 
brary Bureau  furniture  for  the  chil- 
dren’s room,  from  Mrs.  Edith  Wolver- 
ton  Cove,  of  New  York.  The  event  was 
celebrated  by  the  children  in  two  plays 
given  in  the  library  hall.  The  plays 
were  the  dramatized  fairy  tales  “Flow- 
ers in  the  princess’  garden,’’  and  “The 
toll  of  the  mountains.” 
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Berwick: 

Jessie  Wilson,  of  the  Scranton  Pub- 
lic Library,  has  been  appointed  librarian 
of  the  new  Berwick  public  library.  She 
will  begin  the  work  of  organization  on 
May  ist. 

Bloomsburg: 

Through  the  aid  of  the  Woman’s 
Club,  a picture  collection  in  a vertical 
file  has  been  given  to  the  library. 

Bristol: 

A joint  meeting  of  the  Travel  Club 
and  Parent-Teacher’s  Association  was 
held  in  the  High  School  auditorium,  at 
which  a representative  of  the  Free  Li- 
brary Commission  gave  a talk  on  chil- 
dren’s books. 

Bryn  Mawr: 

The  Community  Center  Association 
has  opened  a public  library  named  the 
Community  Center  Library  as  one  of 
its  many  lines  of  work.  The  associa- 
tion is  housed  in  the  old  school  house, 
and  besides  the  library  has  classes  for 
teaching  English  to  foreigners  and  in 
sewing  and  cooking. 

Doylestown: 

The  Doylestown  Library  Company 
gave  to  the  new  Malinda  Cox  Free  Li- 
brary all  of  their  equipment  and  coun- 
cils fulfilled  the  conditions  of  the  will 
of  the  late  Charles  C.  Cox,  by  appro- 
priating enough  to  pay  the  librarian’s 
salary.  Lucie  Price  has  been  made  li- 
brarian. The  library  is  being  reorgan- 
ized and  is  for  the  present  housed  in 
the  old  Cox  home.  An  endowment  of 
some  $35,000  provides  for  a building  and 
some  support. 

Ellwood  City: 

Councils  has  voted  an  appropriation 
of  a half  mill  for  the  Ellwood  City 
Free  Library.  The  library  was  opened 
in  January,  1914,  and  has  been  sup- 
ported by  the  school  board,  helped  out 


with  volunteer  subscriptions.  This  ac- 
tion of  councils  will  enable  this  live  lit- 
tle library  to  greatly  extend  its  good 
work.  And  best  of  all,  is  the  recogni- 
tion of  th'is  work  by  councils  backed  by 
the  spirit  of  the  town. 

Fallsington: 

The  Fallsington  Library  was  made 
free  to  the  community  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  stock  holders  in  Janu- 
ary. The  library  was  organized  in  1802 
and  has  been  in  continuous  use  since. 

Hallstead: 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  W.  C.  T. 
U.  a free  library  has  been  opened.  Much 
help  was  given  by  the  County  Library 
at  Montrose. 

Homer  City: 

The  Homer  City  Public  Library  was 
opened  on  February  10th,  by  the  Civic 
Club  with  almost  500  volumes  on  the 
shelves.  Alice  Rumbaugh  is  librarian 
and  Helen  E.  Rockwell,  from  the  Free 
Library  Commission,  helped  in  the  or- 
ganization. 

Honesdale: 

The  Civic  Club  and  the  Parent-Teach- 
ers’ Association  held  a joint  meeting  on 
March  12th,  at  which  Louise  Keefer, 
children’s  librarian  in  the  Scranton 
Public  Library,  spoke  on  children’s 
books  and  Anna  MacDonald,  of  the 
Commission  staff  spoke  on  the  value  of 
a library.  After  the  meeting,  coffee  and 
sandwiches  were  served  in  the  school 
lunch  room. 

Lacey  ville: 

The  Laceyville  Library  has  been  made 
free  and  a library  association  formed  to 
manage  and  support  it. 

Mt.  Union: 

The  library  has  been  moved  into  a 
room  in  the  new  school  building,  and 
entirely  revised.  The  attractive  sur- 
roundings and  the  addition  of  some  new 
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books  has  increased  the  use  of  the  Li- 
brary very  markedly. 

Philadelphia: 

Linda  A.  Moore,  librarian  of  the 
Friend’s  Library  has  been  made  librar- 
ian of  the  Apprentice’s  Library. 

Philadelphia: 

Miss  Rose  Stewart,  of  the  Free  Li- 
brary, gave  up  her  work  on  April  ist. 
She  has  been  head  of  the  cataloguing 
department  ever  since  the  library  was 
organized  in  1895.  But  while  she  has 
stopped  work,  her  many  friends  will 
be  glad  that  she  will  continue  to  live  in 
Philadelphia  and  will  keep  up  her  in- 
terest in  the  library  work  of  the  State. 
Edythe  M.  Bache,  librarian  of  the  Ap- 
prentice’s Library,  is  the  new  appointee. 

State  College: 

The  village  of  State  College  has  had 
a little  public  library  housed  in  the 
school  building  since  1898.  The  Car- 
negie Foundation  has  given  $7,500  for 
a building,  councils  will  give  a sum  of 
$750  for  support  and  the  school  board 
will  give  the  site. 

Wellsboro: 

The  Green  Free  Library  moved  into 
its  beautiful  new  home,  Chester  Place, 


on  January  — . This  was  the  home  of 
the  late  Miss  Mary  Robinson,  who  was 
so  interested  in  the  library  and  remem- 
bered it  so  generously.  It  was  especially 
fitting  that  her  beautiful  house  and 
grounds  could  be  so  used  as  a memorial 
to  her. 

The  library  is  all  on  the  first  floor — 
a good-sized  children’s  room,  reference 
room,  circulating  department,  a mag- 
azine room  and  a sun  parlor  reading 
room.  On  the  second  floor  is  a trus- 
tee’s room,  a large  room  for  meetings, 
an  apartment  for  the  librarian  and  one 
for  the  care-taker. 

Formal  exercises  were  held  at  which 
Thomas  L.  Montgomery,  State  Libra- 
rian, was  the  speaker.  The  library  had 
been  opened  in  a rented  room  in  May, 
1916.  In  the  first  eight  months,  half  of 
the  population  had  registered  and  the 
circulation  had  been  six  books  per  capita. 
Wernersville: 

Mrs.  Edith  Hasler,  has  been  made  li- 
brarian of  the  public  library. 

Wyalusing: 

The  “pay  collection”  of  fiction  added 
to  the  library  in  January  is  proving  to 
be  a great  success.  It  fills  the  long  felt 
need  of  more  new  fiction. 
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